
Friday, January 28, 2021Friday, January 28, 2021             19Tribune/SentinelTribune/Sentinel

716-773-7676

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS

And like you, we remain on the front lines.
Your newspaper is reporting the local stories of COVID-19

and providing vital information to our community.

Despite the many disruptions, we’re in this for the long term.
We invite you to partner with us so trusted local journalism can prosper.

In return, you won’t find anyone who cares more about your success than us.

Let’s work together on solutions. We’ve got the engaged audience to share
your advertising messages. Our ad staff stand ready to help.

Give us a chance. We will impress.

Print, Digital & Social Solutions for our advertisers.

Sonja Jonsson 
July 26, 1928 – Jan. 11, 2022

Born in southern Sweden to 
Bror and Ingeborg Ronn, Sonja 
was known as “Svarta Rosen,” or 
the “Black Rose,” because of her 
remarkable beauty and tanned 
skin. She left home at the tender 
age of 14 and pursued a career as 
a licensed practical nurse, work-
ing in numerous hospitals across 
Sweden. She was known in that 
role for her spirit and compe-
tence.

In her early 20s, she met and 
married Ronnie Jonsson, the 
dashing scholar and saxophone 
player who pursued her until she 
said, “Yes.” Always open to ad-
venture, when offered the oppor-
tunity to live in America, Sonja, 
Ronnie and their infant daughter, 
Eva, sailed to Ellis Island to live in 
New Jersey for what they thought 
would be two years. 

Within that two years, another 
daughter, Kathleen, was born, and 
two years later, Silva. Meanwhile, 
Ronnie’s career began to take 
root. Sonja taught herself English 
and raised their three girls, teach-
ing them to speak, read and write 
in Swedish, to draw, play, care 
for animals, be generous toward 
those less-fortunate and take inter-
est in those who are unique. 

Later, when Ronnie accepted 
a new position, they moved to 
Trucksville in Northeast Pennsyl-
vania. Sonja’s job there was to re-
main beautiful and gracious and 
to entertain Ronnie’s business as-
sociates. When asked where she 
got her tan, she liked to say, “My 
husband gave it to me.”

In the late 1980s, Sonja en-
rolled in cosmetology school and 
learned how to cut hair. Ronnie 
never paid for a haircut again. 
She also worked for a time in day 
care, nurturing infants as though 
they were her own, and spend-
ing countless hours on her own 
time creating colorful mobiles to 
enrich their environment. Sonja 
was a natural-born artist and had 
a gift for decorating. Ronnie used 
to say she could turn a cardboard 
box into a castle. 

At the age of 69, Sonja and Ron-
nie relocated to Lewiston. There, 
she took up writing and com-
pleted and self-published several 
books, including her autobiogra-
phy in both English and Swedish. 
Other titles include “The Black 
Rose: A two-part memoir,” “Svarta 
Rosen,” “Pia’s Path,” “Shamoccas-
sins,” “Katinka,” “Emma’s Diary” 
and “Do Not Cry for Me, Tina.” 
She would like you to know you 
can fi nd them on Amazon.com. At 
90, she moved to Palm Springs, 

California and joined the writer’s 
guild. 

Some of Sonja’s enduring quali-
ties include her beautiful singing 
voice, her athleticism and her 
gifts for conversation. She could 
recite all the words and verses 
of hundreds of songs and hymns 
from her youth. She enjoyed the 
physical labor of yard work all 
year long, and was still building 
snowmen into her eighth decade. 
She loved dressing up for Hal-
loween and for her roles as Macy 
Boswell in Lewiston’s Marble 
Orchard, Sister Mechtilde in the 

“Star of Niagara,” and as Lewis-
ton’s original Witch Hazel.

Sonja was predeceased by her 
husband, Ronnie, and leaves 
behind their three daughters: 
Eva (Mark) Nicklas, Kathleen 
Godwin (John) and Silva (Rob) 
Malvasi; and four grandchildren: 
Mikael (Molly), Leif (Lola), Lena 
(Patty) and Annie (Sara).

Services will be private and 
held at a later date. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, Sonja and the family ask that 
donations be made to an animal 
shelter or humane society of your 
choice. 

Arrangements entrusted to 
Hardison Funeral Homes. Visit 
www.hardisonfuneralhomes.com.

Nicholas B. Sliz Sr.
Nicholas B. Sliz Sr. of Lewiston 

passed away on Monday, Jan. 24, 
2022, in Roswell Park Compre-
hensive Cancer Center.

He was born in Lackawanna on 
Dec. 17, 1940, the son of the late 
John and Zuzzana (Kolersar) Sliz. 
A graduate of Canisius College 
and the University of Detroit, Sliz 
was an electrical engineer with 
IBM for over 30 years and then 
became a computer technician 
with various companies in the 
area.

He enjoyed studying the Bible, 
playing golf and gardening. Sliz 
will be remembered for his sense 
of humor and always trying to 
make people laugh. 

Nicholas is survived by his wife 
of 23 years, Arlene J. (Milano) 

Davitt Sliz; two sons: Dr. Nicholas 
(Lynn) Sliz Jr. and Mark Sliz; two 
grandchildren: Nicholas III and 
Alexander; his former wife, Ce-

cilia (Randy) Watson; and many 
nieces and nephews. He was the 
brother of the late Joseph Sliz, 
Mary Mino and Anna Komenda.

Family was present Wednesday 
at the Rhoney Funeral Home, 901 
Cayuga St., Lewiston. Friends at-
tend a funeral service Thursday 
at Holy Ghost Lutheran Church, 
6637 Luther St., Niagara Falls. 
Entombment is in Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery.

Flowers are gratefully de-
clined. Memorials may be made 
in Nicholas’ name to Holy Ghost 
Lutheran Church, or to a veterans 
association of choice.

Visit www.rhoneyfuneralhome.
com for the guest register. 
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